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(KONG)

' Jessica Lange talks to
Sue €larke about her year with
the screen’s biggeg&star ’




Jessica Lange — about to be
sacrificed to the famous Kong

‘Most of the time
| was playing into
thin air. | began

to feel | was in
a bubble’

physical role.

“At the beginning, Dino offered me a
dramatic coach as | hadn’t done any
acting before. By half way through the
movie, | realised it wasn't a dramatic
coach | needed but a track coach
because | was doing so much running
about!”

Jessica didn't see the original 1933
King Kong until the day after she
finished filming the new one. “Our
story is really very, very different,” she
said. “Our director, John Guillermin,
didn’t want to make a mcenster film.
The main point of concentration is the
love story, the legend of beauty and the
beast. The only way you can deal with
it is as a fantasy, a romantic fairy tale.”

Jessica felt the character of Dwan as
she played her is very much in the
same vein as the comedic roles of
Marilyn Monroe and Judy Holliday.
“She is slightly whacky and frivolous at
the beginning,” she explained, “and
although she is not quite a tragic
heroine by the end, she is more than
just a one-dimensional character. It
was a kind of razor’'s edge really, not to
make it farce or tragedy.”

With King Kong now on show, Jes-
sica has her eyes fixed firmly on a
movie career. She has an old-style
seven-year contract with Dino de
Laurentiis which she says she is not too
happy about, but expects to start her
next movie — a dramatic role — this
spring.

I think of my life in phases,” Jessica

reflected with a smile. “About four

ago, | went through a ‘dreams

mes’ period when | decided |

ed to become an actress. Now it is
ening.”

And while 27-year-old Jessica
embarks on her own new career so,
t00, is her Spanish photographer hus-
band, Paco Grandi, whom she met
when she was studying painting at the
University of Minnesota. He is currently
involved in making a documentary film
on reggae musicians in Jamaica.
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As Dwan, Jessica is held in the palm
of the huge gorilla

Kong, in destructive mood, rampages
through New York

.




Jessica Langelooks great in — or out of — clothes

O When King Kong star,  Jessica Lange,
went on a world-wide’ tour to promote the
movie, the producer Dino De Laurentiis and

Paramount Pictures, agreed to give her 6,000

dollars to spend on a suitable wardrobe. |'met
her. in London and can:report that she spent
some of that money very wisely. She looked
great. :




O | suppose it's inevitable that there will be a
follow up to King Kong and | can report that
one is already being planned but it's no longer
titled, King Kong In Africa. Producer Dino De
Laurentiis says political turmoil on that con-
tinent has persuaded him to move the story’s
locale to America’s Far West. What's interest-
ing me is how will they bring Kong back to life
again? Small problem, no doubt, for the
scriptwriters, but easily solved, | suppose.
Talking of Kong, he may be big in the new
movie — 40 feet high — but | hear that's
nothing to the size he appears in New York's
Times Square. On the side of the Loews
Building the production company painted a
huge picture of him to help advertise the
movie.
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KING KONG k%

Kong is back! For those who
know only of filmdom’s most
famous beast from books or by
watching his powerful antics
being somewhat diminished on
television, this new film will
show what the mighty ape is all
about. Apart from Technicolor
and wide-screen he's basically
much the same as he ever was,
darker in colour maybe, not quite
so mighty (he defeats only a
snake in this new version not
half-a-dozen large prehistoric
creatures as he did back in
1933) but, alas, just as vulner-
able. This time it's Jessica
Lange, delicious and sexy in her
screen debut, who is responsible
for the mighty beast’s downfall
— his capture on the mysterious
island that he rules so majesti-
cally, his humiliation in a freak
show in New York and finally his
death as he is shot to pieces on
top of the twin towers of the
World Trade Centre. Otherwise
it's much the same story as
before with oil man Charles Gro-
din (a very amusing perfor-
mance) and zoologist Jeff
Bridges starring as Miss Lange’s
human “protectors” and Kong
doing his best to snatch her back
whenever he can. At the climax
it all gets too much for him and
he goes on the rampage through
New York streets, smashing
buildings, ripping up trains, and
proving he can be just as vicious
and mean as his predecessor. All
in all it's top grade fun with
some fine technical wizardry and
special effects work. King Kong
1977 style is a spectacle of the
largest and most exciting kind,
something that only the cinema
can provide and, in this case, it
provides it spectacularly for the
whole family. Directed by John
Guillermin. Cert: “A”. Running
time: 134 minutes. (EMI).



The man behind
the background music of the
new King Kong is John
Barry. I've always liked Bar-
ry’s. screen work particularly
his Bond scores. His Kong
score is just as exciting and
intriguing as ever. The film's
original soundtrack is
released on the Reprise label
(MS 2260) and in addition
to the album itself is a special
King Kong poster . ..



